
hurricane coming. I could see the hurricane in the distance 
it was coming towards me. I started to run back to my home. 
I could feel the wind it was blowing all around me. I looked 
to where my house was it was not there. The hurricane had 
destroyed it. I felt blood on my face. I wanted to be home 
safe in my house. Where was my family?

Just then I saw my friends walking towards me. “Hey guys, 
it’s me,” I yelled. “What has happened to your face are you 
ok?” they said. “Yes I am ok but my house is not and I don’t 
know where my mom or dad are,” I said. “Neither do we, all 
we know is we have to get out of here it’s not safe,” they said.

We started to walk all around us houses had been destroyed. 
We came to a river where we met some woman. “Come, 
with us we will take you to the refugee camp,” they said.  
“At the refugee camp there will be people who will help you 
like the UN, and the Red Cross,” they told us. 

When we got to the refugee camp, which was a football 
stadium, I saw my mom and my dad. I was so excited to see 
them and so happy. We stayed at the stadium till it was safe 
to go back home.

By Ahmed Wali Grade 3 

Pennies for Peace
The Grade 7 Social Studies students are participating in 
Pennies for Peace, a service-learning program of Central 
Asia Institute (CAI). CAI is a non-profit that provides 
community-based education in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
Pennies for Peace invites young students to broaden their 
cultural horizons and learn about philanthropy - one penny 
(or piastre!) at a time. Through the end of April, the students 
will be collecting spare change in containers found around 
campus - the front desk, the library, the kiosk, and a number 
of classrooms. Help the students raise funds for building 
schools in remote areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan!

This project is part of a unit on the geography and history of 
Central Asia. We are working closely with a partner class at 
the Sewickley Academy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which 
is also participating in Pennies for Peace.

Message from the Learning Center
We have a 5 day weekend coming up. Some teachers may 
decide this is the perfect time to assign homework before 
final exams, as students will be missing 3 school days, and 
need all of the study time they can get! Here are some tips 
for completing assignments during the short break:

• Make sure you see your teachers if you have any questions 
about the assignments BEFORE you leave for break. Teachers 
may not check their email as frequently over the weekend, 
and you may not receive an answer until next week.

• Plan your weekend wisely. If you have assignments for 
several classes, make a schedule to help you complete 
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Equality and Freedom 

 
In	
  “Harrison	
  Bergeron”,	
  Harrison	
  suffered	
  in	
  the	
  equality	
  environment	
  that	
  the	
  
government	
  set	
  up	
  for	
  citizens	
  like	
  him.	
  The	
  equality	
  he	
  has	
  is	
  not	
  real	
  equality	
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just	
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  equality.	
  That	
  equality	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  harmful	
  for	
  him,	
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  also	
  caused	
  
him	
  to	
  struggle.	
  The	
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  cannot	
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Harrison Bergeron: The Definition of Equality 

 

 Presenting a vision of the future while criticizing today’s trends has become a 

popular writing style for many authors who wish to send a message about the possibilities 

of the future. For example, George Orwell’s novel 1984, written in the year 1949 when 

totalitarianism was thriving (www.george-orwell.org), questioned the system of 

government and what life was to become under this system. Another exceptional example 

of this style of writing is “Harrison Bergeron”, a short story that closely examines the 

stereotypes and discrimination and gives readers a glimpse into a future where human 

beings repress their originality in order to make people “equal.” Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.’s 

political satire “Harrison Bergeron” questions the definition of equality and democracy as 

it is in the world today, and what it could become in the future. 

 

  Throughout history, there have been many different definitions of equality. 

Democracy has emerged, a system of government that emphasizes equality and allows 

the people to have a voice in the political process. Human rights awareness has increased. 

However, despite how far society has come in accepting those who do not fit into its 

ideals, prejudice and the setting of limitations and stereotypes still occurs. Life has been, 

and continues to be, one continuous struggle: the struggle for equal rights for all. But 

what, after all, is equality? It is through questioning this elusive concept that great 

literature has been created.  

 

 Vonnegut’s eponymous character, Harrison Bergeron, attempts to break through 

the barriers society has set for him, but ultimately fails. Similarly, the hero of George 

Orwell’s classic eventually succumbs to the totalitarian regime of Big Brother. It is clear 

what message the authors are sending: if we do not do something to change our world 

now, it will be futile for anyone to attempt to do so in the future. In order to do so, we 

must break free of our limitations and challenge the authority that suppresses us. 

 

 



 


